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Taking centre

stage

Winter is a special time in the Weald, when garden
structures and sculptures are revealed and the rich
greens of conifers and hollies come into their own
Words by Caroline Edmunds pictures by Darryl Curcher

intar is essenbal o cur gardens and
15 Bt50 a resting mariod tor cur
plants when thay recuperats and

gather strangth

In wanter, irteresting garden structures ang
soulptures prevesasly hidden m the sumimer
manths by folizge. are revealed. Qld statues
winding sbeps. wals, arcinways and paths come
to lie and take contre stage

AL s innee of waar, muddy tracks hardened
by the frost prea walkers a chance to esplore
thea pathne thiat OF B E-Pass OUr Sountrysde
Frosty bracken is crisp underfoot and the whita
fresst showes off the pratty patterns of |eaves
The evergreen Tew hadaes, clipped 1o
pression in some of the Weeald's Victoriar

ihs trme of yaar hefped by the shadows cast by
thea o waindier sun, Kant's gast hodses ardd mary
churches domrate the wmnter fodna in cur Wialkden
vilapes and awalk through any of them vl revea
Yo inberesting architechre
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tomies inwid hedeenows or in vour garden and you
can cien hear the dear oo 1 OF thrushes. blackbeds,
siyiarks and proat it who Sing on sy winier
diargs. Sorne b suedh as robirs, wiens, rocks and
hndipn sarmTes. ane sartng o dorm pairs for
SEAINg Mesung

In mild years, the occasional buttarly, such
&5 The omall tortoisesheall, may emerge
pramaturely in sheltered spots

Planis continiee o remain dommnant ard

alive with the
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.:J:iith'ne

KENTLIFE

fowymers are rare, However, hazed catking
rerrendn g us of Chald®ood, and pretty

SNCWTIOES 5iart (o make thesr appearanca

gardens, form an impressive boundary whech
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fhee sncey aned BrOst love 10 Cowe

Ewldings, too, show of thesr archteciure at
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Dunarian F'H:hll
Wenlh o r

& walk in the Waakl can takcs you o any of
the weealden wilages, incudng Lamberhuerst,
Cranbrook, Tenterden or Gowedhurst

The church inthe pretty village of Gowdhurst
bzeclics donwn acrioss the Waald and ona clear
gy you Can see spires and towers of §
churches, Tha Weavers' cottapes are ancther
nEracling featisra to discower wihan wes (g Ds
vifaga ard date from arcund | 250 when the
Fleimesh waavers sat wp shop in Goudhurst and
surrounding arga

The weaving of Kentish broaddoth
comntinued for many vears, brnging prosparity
iz the vlage The weavers brsughii wath them
an mbarest in hop growing, and it became a
major rural actaty from the late |1 7008

Chose 1o Goudhurst is Badpebuery. one of the
Seven Wonders of the Weald which & alive

places to walk with paths suitable for everyons

A vl on the ocomman can e combened
with a one-hour puided stroll on the Fantiles
on a Thursday o Saturday rrceming at

|, Z0am, whan you can learn all about the
histeras spa town ard wihat made f the place 1o
be sean n whan amous wetors nchuded
Cruean Anne and Sarniel Papys

‘o can just turn up and the oost 5 £3.50 for
adults and £2.50 & children from the Tourist
Information Centre o0 the Fantiles, Viss
wivtet PRl 0. org o N S0Ome SuRReclions
about differant walks

Close by are the magrdficent High Rocks,
which arm open all vear pacept Bosing Dlay and
ara stesped in Festody ating Cack rrllons of
years. Acres of inferasting sandstone rocics
interhinked wAth | | bnoges prossde a soemc

Frosty bracken Is crisp underfoot and white
frost shows off the pretty patterns

of their leaves

whilh the rich greens of the coniars ard hollies
at this time of year, VYaitors can aso see the
ormamenial ree tarks, with their nch browns
and polds. and the dopwoods with thesr striking
red and yesloeey S1ens

Tha ducks, too, are a2 source of much
amuserment an Marshals lake, waddling and
sliding across tha ice, The adwerdurs
playground & a weloome acvty @0 halp keep
children warm and exercised m the winder,
togeines with the cycle and watking rars.

Trees alse book different whan their
spectacular barks comme to life. Rowal Tunbrdge
Winlls common and Dlunoran Fark ane lowaty
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walk n & rangquil woodland setiing Cnce a
Store Ape camp. nony @ national monement
theay have dhways baen a source of wonder and
arm opan every day from | Oam to dusk

Fnole Park n Sevenoake < a lowely place o
visit 2t any time of vaar, with phanty of wildife
It b oo of b feow dees parks i England snd
thiz only miadieval daer park in Kant to have
eiirvivad the past SO0 years (Thene weee JI00
deer parks n | &th-century England)

The deer in the park created a naturaly
omamantal ndscape which prevented the
catning being changed by the designers
of thee | 81h crnbury, [ ]

What's on in
the Weald

The Heari of Kenr website has derafds of nl

the Mtractions open 1o visitors this winter
For further infommatom, visin
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